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(“Lectors” 2006-2007, El Grau de Castelló)
“INSIDER’S GUIDE FOR THOSE INTERESTED” (ANDREU PEDRÓ)
By Chris Austin and Peter ‘Pernilfred’ Coldham
The now-legendary trip to Castellon merits a few words at the very least, and for those of you interested in going this year, we hope what follows will be a brief yet wholly representative snapshot of a week that was by turns intellectually stimulating and just a really good laugh. 

Although our individual grasps of the Catalan vernacular ranged from the annoyingly good to the embarrassingly non-existent (one unsuspecting participant having had no previous exposure whatsoever), the laid-back morning classes catered for all needs. We touched on many aspects of Catalan culture, including regional dialects and history, while not forgetting to stick in some practical language work. 
After groggily hauling ourselves down to breakfast in the university canteen each morning, a swift cortadito would propel us next door where our invariably tardy arrival would be greeted by our smiling, happy few and the next step towards unquestionably mastery of the greatest of all minority languages. We would then cavort around the local landscape on our needlessly expansive coach, whether it be to the burgeoning metropolis of Valencia, the verdant Desert de les Palmes, or the impressive medieval towns of Morella and Peniscola. The evening would typically pan out with either a sampling of the local food and drink or simply a relaxed campus chillax. 
Among the other staples of the trip was the requisite hang-time so inter-generationally spent with the Universitat per a Majors, an illustrious collaboration which culminated in what can only be called a theatrical treat, performed for our very own delight, and on a par with the greatest of Catalan drama. The local press was still running the story a month later, such was the hero-status heaped upon us by the hugely appreciative natives. Barely a moment passed where one of us would not be eagerly exchanging snippets of Catalan with some pleasantly surprised passer-by. To finally be able to chat away as the year’s learning all at least fell into place was an incredible pleasure reminiscent of talking to a Spaniard for the first time in their native tongue. 
So, if you’re looking for a humdrum, lukewarm trip to eastern Spain, look elsewhere. Then again, if you fancy an explosive romp through the Terres Valencianes run by people who are actually cool, this is definitely the one. Or at least, it was for the two of us. 
[image: image4.jpg]



Back to Index

EXAMPLE OF CALENDAR
This is what the students from Amiens did last year when they went to Castellón and Valencia. 
	dissabte 24
	diumenge 25
	dilluns 26
	dimarts 27
	dimecres 28
	dijous 29
	divendres 30
	dissabte 31

	14 h:
Arribada a l’aeroport de València i eixida cap a Llíria
Paella
(pare de Carme*)
Excursió per Llíria, opcional:
Banys àrabs, forn de la vila, pintures gòtiques (església de la Sang), Vila Vella i museu arqueològic
19.30 h:
Llíria – València. Instal·lació a l’hotel i repartiment de programes
	Visita guiada per València, opcional
	9 h:
Eixida de València
Arribada a l’UJI
10.30 h:
Visita guiada per la Universitat
(Olga Carbó)
13 h: Benvinguda Sala de Juntes de Rectorat
13.30 h:
Dinar
Vesprada lliure
(els estudiants veterans Castelló al nou)

	11.30 -13 h:
Primera classe

 Seminari de Llengua i Cultura
13. 30 h:
Dinar
21.15 h:
Cinema en català
Eixida al Grau: El perfum
	11.30 - 13 h:
Segona classe
Seminari de Llengua i Cultura
13. 30 h:
Dinar
16 h:
Visita a Vilafamés. Castell, poble i museu
	11.30 - 13 h:
Memòries de Llengua i Cultura
13. 30 h:
Dinar institucional
Lliure
	7.30 h:
Eixida a
Vilafranca
Visita al museu de la pedra seca i excursió guiada
(Joan Andreu)
Lliurament de certificats
19.30:
Eixida a València
	Visita: 
Oceanogràfic Hemisfèric 
(opcional)
17 h:
València - Aeroport de Manises
Tornada a Amiens


* Carme Laguarda is the current Catalan lectora from Universitat Jaume I in Amiens (France)
Source:<http://blocs.mesvilaweb.cat/Carmina/cat/1423>
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CASTELLÓ AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

Castelló is the northernmost province in the Valencian Community. The town of Castelló de la Plana is 65 km to the north of València and 285 km to the south of Barcelona. More precisely, it is situated at the point where the 40º parallel and the Greenwich meridian cross, between the mountains and the sea, and is surrounded by orange groves. 

It has 112 km of Mediterranean coastline and, therefore, a large number of very clean and beautiful beaches. The port handles a large percentage of the province’s exports, which are one of the foundations on which the local economy rests. The main industries in the area are agriculture, tourism and, above all, the ceramic tile industry, as Castelló is the second most important tile manufacturer in the world.

The climate depends essentially on two factors: the sea and the protection against cold winds from the northeast afforded by the mountainous barrier of the Desert de les Palmes. The factors have a decisive influence on the average annual temperature (17º C), which makes it possible to practise outdoor activities nearly all year round.

Castelló is a small town – you can walk across it from north to south in under an hour. It now has a population of over 175.000, split between the town of Castelló itself and the maritime district of the Grau, which is just a five-minute drive away from the town centre. The inhabitants of the Grau (Port) are descendents of a traditionally sea-going population, as this is the area where the town’s recently refurbished port is situated. Its new layout has allowed a wide boulevard to be built following the sea, along with a large number of leisure facilities where many of the locals meet, especially at the weekend.

There are several Natural Parks in the province both by the sea, such as Desert de les Palmes, a beautiful mountainous area with spectacular views over the coast-line, and in the inland, and the highest mountain of Castellon, Penyagolosa, the favourite spot for Castellon hikers. It is also worth to visit the Serra d’Espadà, a beautiful mountain chain with old cork trees and arab style villages and the Tinença de Benifassà, another paradise for hikers.

In addition, you can enjoy the town’s festivities, which begin on the third Sunday of Lent. They are foundational festivities, where plenty of events take place during one week, and in which music and fireworks have an outstanding place.
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CASTELLÓ DE LA PLANA
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    Festes de la Magdalena
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PEÑÍSCOLA
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MORELLA
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VILAFAMÉS
[image: image19.jpg]


         [image: image20.jpg]



Back to Index
VALÈNCIA
[image: image21.jpg]


     [image: image22.jpg]



	[image: image23.jpg]



	[image: image24.jpg]



	[image: image25.jpg]





Museu de les Arts i les Ciències
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Universitat Jaume I

Universitat Jaume I (UJI) came into being as a higher education and research centre on 27 February 1991 to meet the unanimous social demand in the Castelló area. It was also the fruit of a tradition in education inherited from the Teacher Training studies at the old University College of Castelló (Col·legi Universitari de Castelló, CUC), which dated from 1969. From the moment it was set up, UJI has strived to become a modern, high quality university with a clearly European orientation as well as to attain a level of excellence in the teaching, research and services it offers society. 

Universitat Jaume I is currently the leading higher education and research centre in the north of the Valencian Community and has consolidated itself as a dynamic and enterprising university. It teaches new, flexible and competitive curricula that enable students to cope with every challenge set by modern society in a satisfactory manner. The interdisciplinary nature of Universitat Jaume I guarantees students’ autonomy and increases their chances of getting a job in the future thanks to work placements and exchange programmes, such as the Socrates-Erasmus Programme, the UJI USA Study Scholarship Programme and other international programmes that enable students to follow their studies abroad.

What does uji offer?
SMALL GROUPS AND A PRACTICAL METHODOLOGY

At present, 28 continuously assessed degree and diploma courses are available to about 13.000 students. These figures allow the University to offer its students personalised attention and to remain free of the problems of overcrowding so often suffered by other universities. Moreover, the syllabi of the different subjects are designed to allow students to see how the material being taught can be applied in practice while it is still scientifically thorough and accurate. The existence of small groups in the practical classes and in the laboratory fosters this teaching approach.

USE OF THE NEW TECHNOLOGIES

Universitat Jaume I was the first academic institution in Spain to become part of the World Wide Web (WWW) and to develop a browser that could be used to search for information on the Internet. It has also become the first Spanish university to have a Centre for Education and New Technologies (CENT) with a direct link to primary and secondary schools. Furthermore, in order to improve the teaching quality, UJI is the first university in Spain to install in each one of its lecture rooms, audiovisuals equipment and computers provided with Internet connection incorporated into the lectures’ tables.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Universitat Jaume I has a wide network of international contacts made up of about 166 university-partners in Europe, the United States, Canada and Latin America, and this system has given rise to exchange programmes involving students and members of the academic staff, as well as educational and research projects. 
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Facultat de Ciències Jurídiques i Econòmiques
    Facultat de Ciències Humanes i Socials
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Escola Superior de Tecnologia i Ciències Experimentals                              Biblioteca
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